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Mr: Kirk Rodgers. Re3ional'DitecIx>r.

Unitedstates Bmeau"ofR.eCIam8tion,Mid-Pacifu3R.egion

2800CottageWay .
. Sacramento,CA .95825

Mr. Lest« Snow,DirectOr. .
CaliforniaDepar~meiIfofWater'R.eso~'
1416- 9&S~ . '.

Sacramento, CA 95814.

Dear Mr. Rodgers & Mr~Snow~
. . .

I amwritingin responseto'the:DraftEnvirotmienta1ImpactStatement/Enviromnenta1Impact .

.Report (OEIS/R) for the'soUth Delta Improvements Program. The DEISIR 'fails to adequately
address the imp&ctsof the project on the.Saenunento:-San Joaquin Delta. (Delta) andfurther:

jeopan:tizesthcrentireDelta:~. .

Given the 'current state oftbe.De1ta and its environment, a strong effort needs to be made to
redUCewaterdivemons. .deady, the DElSIR.does not considerthis option. Recentlythe. ...' .
California CoUrtof AppealS invalidated the environmental d~ supporting the CALFED
Recordof-DecisionbecmJseofits.failure to evaluatean alternativethat wouldreduceDeltawater .

diversionS. Also, ~vidence, UicJuding.ttie~ of the Califomn Water Plan, .suggests that .
CalifOrnia's future water n~ caDbe met without increased pumping. Experience sho~ tbBt
decreasing reliability oo.De1t8Wat.erin<:reaseswater supply reliability.. A new alternative
decreasing Delta wab" diversions ~eeds to be developed.

. ~ rapidand alamUngdeclln:eof pelagic~ speciesin theDeltaisnotonlya ~ forco:ncem .
butalsomdi~ larger~ prohlems.Investigationsintothereasonsforthecollapseof .
these fish'species.'underway., Howwer~the urgencywith whichSDIPis moving'forwardis
worriSome,pamcuJ8tlytiecaUSe.tb,is.project.isspecifica1lydesignedto increasepumping. It
needs to.bet:eitcnt~i"tiiai.~ are'~ 8SsOclatedwith currentpUmpingIBte$that have yet to
be"~lved.' 'rhe' SDIP'dOesriotMdress 1he:'~ problems;jf anything,it potentially
exacerbatesthenL '. ..' . .' ,.
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There is DO other pla~ in the world quite like the Sacramento-San Ioaquin Delta. The state
needsto "fYumagt'it as.the~ eco~ that it j~. U~e1y, the SDIPDEISIRfails to
adequatelyconsiderattetn8tives~.in~ pUmpingnor the currentstatus.of1heailingDelta
eco8~tem.

I thank yoUfor your attentionto '1bis.m&tterandI strO~y urge the re-evaluationof the
constructionandoperation9f~ SDJPandits impacts. .

~M~.-: ~--
SenatortFifth District
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